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A weekly production of the Weare Public Library 
 

First Row: Alex Cloud, Sadie Sargent, Ryley Holt, Ava Friberg. Second Row: Claire McCallum, Ryan Mucci, Kaycie Rhodes, Emily Fredette, Victoria 
Keane, Ben Watford, Blair Schou, Eloisa Osgood. Third Row: Sadie McCallum, Amara Sullivan, Jillian Fredette, Lizzy Ackerly, Kaitlynn Carson, Emily 
Zogopoulos, Samantha Saffron, Aubrey Sheppard, Ryann Telgen, Adian McDaniel, Khloe Burgess. Cast missing from photo: Kayla Barriere, Thomas 
Bailey & Claudia Dustin. Photos by Nicole Richardson. 
 

Family Fun Night at Center Woods Upper Elementary School was filled with holiday music, games, and activities.The 
evening concluded with the CWUES Drama Club performing their rendition of The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. CWUES 
students, under the direction of  CWUES Title 1 Math Interventionist Corey Sulzen, had been working on this production 
since November.  The Weare PTO provided cookies and hot chocolate to round out the evening. 

 

Weare 2nd Safest Community in NH 
Weare has moved up to the #2 spot on the list of the 20 safest communities in New Hampshire in which to live, 

according to the The SafeWise Report. New Hampshire as a state places fourth in the nation for low violent crime and 
sixth for property crime. The list identifies the twenty safest communities in New Hampshire, based on the 2015 FBI 
crime report statistics and population data. SafeWise did not consider communities with fewer than 1,500 residents or 
ones that failed to submit a complete crime report to the FBI. The list was ranked based on the number of reported 
violent crimes (aggravated assault, murder, rape, and robbery) and property crimes (burglary, arson, larceny-theft, and 
motor vehicle theft) per 1,000 people in each community. 

Atkinson topped the list as the safest community in New Hampshire, as it did in 2016. Other Hillsborough 
communities in the list included Brookline at #9, Hollis at #13, and New Ipswitch at #18. Hopkinton came in at #12. 
Weare did not make the list in 2014.  In 2015, Weare was rated 13th safest community in which to live.  In 2016, Weare 
moved up to #5, and now to #2 in 2017.  It is no coincidence that the massive organizational changes that have 
transformed the Weare Police Department occurred along this same time line.  Today, the Weare Police Department is a 
CALEA Nationally Accredited Police Department whose police officers are deeply committed to the core values of 
delivering law enforcement and police services to the community honorably, ethically and lawfully, pointed out Weare 
Police Chief Sean Kelly.  “Our Police Officers work tirelessly to ensure that Weare is a safe and comfortable place to live, 
work, recreate and raise a family; their efforts are reflected in this 2017 Safe Wise report.” 

The complete list can be found on the SafeWise web site at www.safewise.com/blog/safest-cities-new-hampshire/. 



Ruff Readers 
Wednesday, December 20, 5-6pm     
Weare Public Library 
Reading motivation program for 
children of any age! Trained therapy 
dogs provide uncritical audiences. 15 
minute sessions. Regi. required; space 
limited. Call Miss Karen,529-2044 or 
stop by the Children's Desk. 
 

Knit Night 
Wednesday, December 20, 7pm 
Weare Public Library 
Attention all knitters, Knitters Club 
meets 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 7pm. 
 

Family Movie: LEGO Ninjago (PG) 

Thursday, December 21, 6pm 
Weare Public Library 
Enjoy some popcorn and a new 
release movie on the library’s big 
screen, thanks to the Friends of the 
Weare Public Library. 
 

Town Clerk Holiday Hours 
the Town Clerk’s office will be closing 
at 1pm on December 22, and all town 
offices will be closed Monday, 
December 25. 
 

Transfer Station  
Christmas Hours 
The Transfer Station will have regular 
hours for the Christmas Holiday: 
Friday, Dec. 22, 7:30am-4:30pm 
Saturday, Dec. 23, 7:30am-4:30pm 
Tuesday, Dec. 26, 7:30am-4:30pm 
Closed:  Sunday & Monday 
We wish everyone a happy and safe 
Christmas Holiday!! 
 

Caregivers Support Group 
Tuesday, December 26, 1:30-3pm 
Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
118 Center Road, North Weare 
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month. 
Contact Marge Burke, 529-7792. 
 

New Year’s Breakfast 
American Legion Post 65 
Monday, January 1, 9am-Noon 
Please join us. Open to the public. 

 
 

Concord Regional VNA 

Visiting Nurse Clinic 
Tuesday, January 2, 10am–2 pm  
Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
118 Center Road, North Weare 
1st Tuesday of each month. Contact 
Trish O’Loughlin, RN, 224-4093. 
 

John Stark Winter Concert  
Wednesday, January 3, 6:30pm 
(Rescheduled from December 12) 
John Stark High School Café 
Storm date January 9, 6:30pm.  
Suggested donation: $5.00 for adults 
and $3 for students/seniors and will 
benefit the Spring Band/Choral trip to 
NYC.  The Tri-M Honor Society will 
provide refreshments. 
 

Community Coffee:  

Reading Help for the Blind 
and Disabled 

Thursday, January 4, 9:30am 
Weare Public Library 

Everyone should be able to enjoy 
reading, even those who are visually 
impaired, or have some other 
condition that makes reading text, or 
even holding a book, more difficult. 
Marilyn Stevenson, coordinator for 
the Talking Books Services Section of 
the NH State Library, will present at 
the Weare Public Library’s monthly 
Community Coffee on Thursday, 
January 4, at 9:30am. Coffee and 
refreshments will be served at the 
presentation. Community Coffee is a 
chance for area residents to meet and 
learn about topics of local interest in 
an informal setting. No registration 
required. 

Lawline: (800) 868-1212  
Wednesday, January 10, 6–8 pm 
Volunteer attorneys are available to 
answer your legal questions through 
Lawline, the Bar's free telephone 
legal advice service. Lawline is held 
on the SECOND Wednesday of each 
month from 6–8p.m. To reach 
Lawline, call the NH Bar Association 
(toll free) at 800-868-1212. Lawline is 
a public service, anyone can call. 
 

Piece Makers Quilters Guild 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 6:30-9 pm 
Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
118 Center Road, North Weare  

Piece Makers Quilt Guild located 
in Weare, NH works to bring together 
people who appreciate quilts, 
quilting, fabric, friendship and 
community service. On these pages, 
you will learn about our guild and its 
many activities, some educational, 
some philanthropic, and others just 
plain fun. 

Membership is open to anyone 
who has an interest in fabric arts, 
quilts and quilting.  We meet on the 
second Wednesday of every month 
from 6:30 pm to approximately 9 pm 
at the Holy Cross Church. Contact: 
Celeste Manning, 547-5903. 
 

Family Movie:  

Despicable Me 3 (PG) 

Thursday, January 11, 4pm  
Weare Public Library 
Enjoy some popcorn and a new 
release movie on the library’s big 
screen, thanks to the Friends of the 
Weare Public Library. 
 

Cook Book Club:  
Soup, Stew, Chili, & Chowder  
Saturday, January 20, 11:30am   
Weare Public Library   
Choose one from your favorite cook 
book, then bring the dish and the 
book or the recipe with you. Let Dena 
at the library know what you are 
bringing! 
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Town Meetings: 
 

Thursday, December 21 
 6pm – Weare School District 

Default Budget Meeting 
Friday, December 22 
 Town Offices closing @1pm 
Monday, December 25  
 Town Offices Closed  
Thursday, December 28 
 7pm – Planning Board 
Wednesday, January 10 
 6pm – Weare School District 

Public Budget Hearing 
Friday, January 12 
 6pm – John Stark School District 

Public Budget Hearing 
Wednesday, February 7 
 6pm – Weare School District 

Deliberative Session 
Friday, February 9 
 6pm – John Stark School District 

Deliberative Session 
 
 
 
 
 



 
JSRHS student Julia Meisser looking up ideas for her box lid design, 
while classmate Mitchell Dionne (left) & teacher Colin Stone look on. 
 

Computer Integrated Manufacturing 
at John Stark 

Students at John Stark Regional High School now 
have the opportunity to take a new course, Computer 
Integrated Manufacturing or CIM, in the Project Lead 
the Way track of classes. CIM is a junior or senior level 
course and uses computer-controlled machines and 
automation systems to manufacture products. This class 
is now offered along with Intro to Engineering Design, 
Principles of Engineering, and Biotechnical Engineering 
at John Stark. 

To teach the CIM class, Project Lead the Way 
Teacher Colin Stone traveled to the University of 
Kentucky’s School of Engineering last summer for a two-
week intensive training in CIM. This full immersion 
training included completing every activity and projects 
for the course with two Project Lead the Way Master 
Teachers. 

“This is real world experience in the classroom,” 
says Mr. Stone. “It is the way manufacturing companies 
operate today. You need to be able to write the code 
and know how to operate automated equipment. If you 
walk into any manufacturing company, what you see in 
our classroom is what is what you will see happening at 
the plant or other manufacturing sites.” 

 “Ask the students taking the class what their plans 
are after leaving John Stark, and many will tell you they 
plan to further study of engineering in college and that’s 
great, but some of them may not go to college, and that 
is ok. They will be able to take what they’ve learned in 
this class and move into the workforce more quickly and 
better prepared,” he concluded. 

Follow Mr. Stone on Twitter @JSRHS_PLTW to see 
and learn more. 
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Planning for an Age-Friendly Community 
On December 11, the Weare Board of Selectmen 

committed to applying to the Southern New Hampshire 
Planning Commission for the next stage of their strategic plans 
for Becoming Age-Friendly innitiative. SNHPC will work with 
up to three communities to do an age friendly strategic plan. If 
selected, the work will be done at no cost to Weare taxpayers, 
thanks to funding from Tufts Health Plan Foundation, AARP, 
and the NHDOT. 

Earlier this year, SNHPC did an Age-Friendly community 
assessments that included demographic work, a survey, and a 
listening session at the Weare Public Library. That assessment 
was presented at the Selectmen’s meeting on the 11th. 

Population figures by age show that Weare’s population 
spikes sharply between ages 5 and 19, then crashes, then 
spikes again between ages 35 and 55, before crashing again. 
Roughly, that means a disproportionate number of school-
aged children and their parents. Those numbers also point to 
Weare being less desireable for young adults and the elderly. 
Only 15.4% of survey respondents thought that Weare was a 
good place to age.  

Why? Transportantion was the greatest concern in all the 
other communities surveyed, and in Weare more than half of 
respondents were concerned about transportation. But more 
(85%) cited recreation and social opportunities, and (62%) 
finding accessible services. 62% said Weare was working to 
keep younger residents in town “not usually” or “not at all”. 
69% said that Weare was working to keep older residents in 
town “not usually” or “not at all”.  

When asked what is the single most important change 
that would enable you to stay in your home/community, the 
words most often used were transportation, accessibility, and 
a senior center. Every respondent marked Weare’s 
transportation options as poor or very poor. Only 8% of 
respondents agreed that Weare offered appealing alternatives 
should they want to move into a first home or into a smaller 
home. 

This presents a clear picture of why Weare’s 
demographics are skewed, and indirectly says a great deal 
about the tax rate in Weare. School-aged children (and their 
parents) are expensive in terms of municipal services; schools 
make up the largest chunk of local taxes. Seniors are less so, 
and young adults require relatively few services. Not 
encouraging young adults and seniors to stay in town 
ultimately puts a strain on the budget and taxes. 

We would assume that the solutions to these issues are 
varied in their complexity and in the time it would take to 
impliment them. Planning is a vital step to address these 
problems efficiently and in a coordinated fashion. We should 
applaud the Selectmen for seeking competent, objective help 
in planning, and the price is certainly right. Let us all hope that 
we are selected for this program. 
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Weare Christmas 
Services 

 

Village Chapel Baptist Church 
15 Twin Bridge Rd 
 529-6788     vcbc.us 
Our services for Christmas will be on 
Sunday, December 24th (Christmas 
Eve).  Our special Christmas Service 
will be at 10:00 AM and then we will 
have a Candlelight Service that 
evening at 6:00 PM. 
 

Christ Community Church 
727 South Stark Highway 
529-2009   
www.christcommunitynh.com 
We are doing a “Christmas Eve in the 
Morning” service. Regular worship 
time at 10am but kids are wearing pj’s 
and performing a song. Lots of 
Christmas Carols and fun Christmas 
Snacks. 


